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of his could do whatever she liked without making
him angry. In one sense this did good to the
father. To illustrate the intelligence of the girl
and the way in which she did her father good,
Natasimhia related an incident. Once Subba-
ramia, after performing his mother's annual
ceremony, was talking in the evening of that
mother, and said that she was very good but
that his father used to abuse her too much.
. Lakshamma said to him : " Just as we say that
mother is so good but you abuse her all the time.
Is it not, father?" Subbaramia was nonplussed,
but a moment later he laughed and said: " Our
Lakshmi is an incarnation of Maitreyi. She is
teaching me the better life." This was only one
of any number of such instances of unusual
cleverness. The girl grew up cleverer than the
average as if her wits had received compensation
for the eyes she had been denied.
When Lakshamma was eight years old, the
father tried hard to marry her off. Every-
one objected, however, on the ground of her
blindness. The idea of some was that they
might get some money from the father on the
score of the girl's blindness. Subbaramia was
not a well-to-do man. He had some ancestral
lands and a house. His practice of astrology